Use of chick biventer cervicis muscle in the bioassay of alpha-latrotoxin from black widow spider venom.
alpha-Latrotoxin purified from black widow spider venom caused a sustained contraction of the chick biventer cervicis muscle. Muscle response to exogenous acetylcholine was not impaired. The time to reach half maximal contracture height was reproducible with small variations and can be used to quantitate the activity of alpha-LTX preparations.